Main ldea Assessment

Main Idea

1. What can understanding the main idea of a text help you do?
O The main idea can help you find the author’s point of view on a topic and their purpose.
O The main idea can help you make inferences and summarize information for class.

O The main idea can help you read faster because then you don’t need to focus on any other details in the
text .
O The main idea can help you learn a lesson, or better understand the author’s perspective.

2. What is the main idea of the passage?

‘The Origin of Deep-Dish Pizza

d by its thick, doughy crust that is formed in
nd other

the thin, crispy pies that were popular in other parts of the country, 5o he
came up with the idea of a deep-dish pizza that was more like a pie than
a traditional pizza. Today, deep-dish pizza is a beloved Chicago tradition

O Deep-dish pizza is from a 1940s Chicago restaurant, Pizzeria Uno, and it is the best kind of pizza.
O Deep-dish pizza started in the 1940s in Chicago and was made by Ike Sewell and Ric Riccardo.
O Deep-dish pizza has a thick, doughy crust, lots of cheese, tomato sauce, and other toppings.

O Deep-dish pizza started in 1940s Chicago and has spread all over the world due to its popularity.

3. How can you best determine the main idea in fiction?

O ldentify the genre of fiction you are reading, as well as what kinds of other stories the author has written.

O Use your close reading skills to examine the characters and the plot.
O Look for how the protagonist treats the other characters in the story and how they talk to the reader.

O ldentify when and where the story was written and use that information to find the main idea.

4. What is the main idea of the passage?

Page 1
© Miaplaza, Inc. For Miacademy, Always Icecream, and Clever Dragons All Rights Reserved



Main ldea Assessment

O The magic garden is an adventurous place where Maria will discover secrets and learn a lesson.
O The magic garden is a real place where Maria gets trapped in a wild tangle of flowers and vines.

O The magic garden is a made up place that Maria thought of in a dream to show how powerful imagination
can be.

O The magic garden is an imaginary place created in Maria’s mind because she misses her grandmother.

5. What is the main idea of the passage?

The Misunderstandin

its important

O Zahra and Priya have a fight about a necklace. In the end, Zahra gives it back and they stay friends.

O Zahra and Priya have a fight and are able to repair their friendship because Zahra gave the necklace
back.

O Zahra and Priya show they aren’t really good friends because friends shouldn’t fight with each other.

O Zahra and Priya have a fight and are able to repair their friendship by understanding each other’s feelings.

6. How can you look for the main idea in any text?

O Look up the author’s biography to read about their background, then use that knowledge to identify the
main idea.

O Read the first and last paragraphs to find the central topic of the text since that’s where the author usually
puts it.

O Look at the first sentence of each paragraph and the pronouns the author uses throughout the text.

O Read the text more than once while using your close reading skills to identify the main idea.

7. What are note-taking strategies you can best use to find the main idea in a text?

O You can read the text more than once while underlining and use close reading skills to pull out important
details and make connections between what you find.

O You can read the text and make notes about key details. You should only read it more than once if you
had to look up a word in the dictionary.

O You can read the text one time and underline key details. Then you should always summarize it and only
make an inference if you think there is a big idea.

O You can read the text more than once and look up unfamiliar words. Then you should skip ahead to
figuring out the author’s purpose as a shortcut to the main idea.
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8. How can you best determine the main idea in nonfiction?
O Look for the point of view and the author’s purpose to figure out the main idea.
O Look for key vocabulary words that are used the most and the point of view.
O Look for the central message in the text by using all of your close reading skills.

O Look for scientific data, expert opinions, and facts that the author is trying to teach you.

9. How can you know if you've identified the main idea of a text correctly?

O You've made an educated guess based on the biggest vocabulary words the author uses throughout the
text.

O You’ve worked through your close reading skills and made connections between what you’ve found from
the text.

O You've found a sentence in the first and last paragraphs of the text that matches the main idea using
similar words.

O You've read the passage more than once and used a couple of your close reading skills to take notes
about the topic.

10. Why is it important to identify the main idea of a text?

O It helps you discover the hidden meaning the author hides in the text so that you can summarize it to a
friend.

O It helps you understand the author’s central message and what they want you to take away from the text.

O It helps you figure out the author’s point of view and purpose so that you can explain the topic to someone
else.

O It helps you summarize the key points of the author’'s message and make inferences using evidence from
the text.
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